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Dr Richard Newton

Chair, Victorian Psychiatry Training Committee

RANZCP

Dear Dr Newton

Re:  Standard of accomodation during the rural rotation
The Victoria Branch of the Australian and New Zealand Association of Psychiatrists in Training (VANZAPT) would like to bring the matter of substandard accommodation during the rural rotation to your attention. 

As you are aware, during their second year of training, Victorian trainees complete a 3 month rural rotation in either Traralgon, Shepparton, Colac, Bendigo, or Ballarat.
The Victoria Branch of ANZAPT asked Victorian trainees to participate in an on line survey regarding the standard of accomodation provided during the rural secondment. 

 Results: 
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‘second year of training, A number of concerns have been raise regarding the standard
of accomodation provided.

What was the quality of the accomodation during your country rotation?

Fantastic 0
Good 4
Average 3
Poor 4
Awtul 2





Additional comments by survey participants: 

[image: image3.jpg]Unsafe and not on site

Not secure, very basic, poorly equipped, no basic supplies eg toilet paper, no servicing at

Only just satisfactory, kind of grim and poorly lit, which made it feel unsafe.

We were allocated a run down, delapidated house with very poor security.

old accomodation, well maintained, needs better facilites, moderization, and renovation.

3 BEDROOM HOUSE ALL TO MYSELF FURNISHED WITH TV, FULL COOKING PROVISIONS, STOVE, MICROWAVE,
CROCKERY, COUCHES, DINING SETTING, FULL LINEN SUPPLY

TRarlgon had 3 bim house with tv, microwave, stove, laundry, dining setting, crockery, alllinen supplied and laundered by
hospital, good heating.




The first report from the Rural Advanced Specialist Training Support (RASTS), states: 

10.5.8 Living Arrangements 

 Trainees on placement often need to be supplied with accommodation. Inadequate accommodation, poor security measures and difficult parking arrangements have all been raised as concerns.

There is significant variation in the quality of accommodation across Victorian rural sites. VANZAPT is most concerned with the substandard accommodation at 10 Hobson St, Bendigo, which is reported to have dirty carpets and lounge (the latter was apparently a ‘hand me down’ from the acute psychiatric unit, and has no base), there were no blankets for the main bed, the kitchen was not cleaned before the commencement of the rotation, and the spare bedroom (for family visits) contained broken beds piled up in a corner. This house is currently empty as the registrar has moved to the medical student dormitory at the hospital. 

As the assessment of sites is the responsibility of the Co-ordinator of Training, VANZAPT requests an immediate site inspection by the VPTC. Safety concerns were raised by a number of trainees, and VANZAPT recommends that the other rural sites also be inspected at some stage within the next 12 months.  

The experience of very poor accommodation during the rural term leaves a lasting unsatisfacoty impression of rural psychiatry. With the current marked undersupply of psychiatrists in the rural regions, this experience does not bode well for the ability of rural centres to attract future psychiatrists from the current trainee body.  

Sincerely,

VANZAPT

Cc:

Dr John Edgar

ANZAPT representative for Rural SIG

Dr Tricia Nagel

Chair, Rural SIG
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