Ethics and Psychiatric Diagnosis
A. Misdiagnosis in Psychiatry
1. Purposeful Misdx:
a. On authority request (under pressure): former USSR 

b. On patients’ request

c. Clinicians’ wish to protect clients against a worse fate

· military services

· abortion for unwanted child

2. Non-purposeful Misdx (psychiatrist has adequate information and training but issue a wrong dx without being aware) 
Cf. Mistakes: related to lack of training or inadequate info

B. Reason for Non-purposeful Misdiagnosis
1. Inherent limitations of the dx process:
a. Symptom-based diagnosis: lack physical evidence 

b. subjective criteria: questionable reliability 

· physicians tend to diagnose health rather than illness: more tolerant with type 2 error (false negative) than type 1 error (false positive)

· DSM – attempt to standardise the criteria and improves reliability

· Lack conclusive, universally accepted diagnostic criteria
c. Normality is judged against a social norm

· Social norm must be specific to the clients’ 

· Environment

· Culture

· religion

· Psychiatrist’s unfamiliarity  to the ‘norm’ -> problems / errors
2. Diagnostic theory shapes the diagnostic vision of psychiatrists
a. Diagnostic systems: = the functional and practical expressions of the psychological theory

b. Psychiatrist – influenced by assumptions underlying the system and the corresponding approach takes to recognise and identify mental illness. 

· Psychiatrist’s doubt on the system (too narrow or too board criteria)– doubt / error in dx

· DSM diagnostic criteria: focus on symptom rather than presumed aetiology overcomes such concern over the conflict on aetiology / theory

· USSR psychiatrists: overdx scz because of their system of classification Snezhnevsky’s theory (Moscow School of Psychiatry Diagnostic System)

· Purposeful misdx of dissidents ##
· Non-purposeful misdx because the dx system incorporates the ‘scoially odd’ people
Diagnostic system learnt by psychiatrists shape the way they understand, categorise and perceive psyschopathology
Are the dissidents mentally ill? 
· Dissidents are extraordinarily committed to their goals that they chastised the KGB

· The inability of dissidents to appreciate the reality of inevitable punishment may lead to interpretation that they are irrational and mentally ill.

· Psychiatrists are products of the same regimented societies, and will be struck by the dissidents’ determination which is self-endangering.

3. The beauty of dx as a solution to human problems

a. Diagnosis as explanation, mitigation and exculpation
· Criminal cases: actions carried out by the accused as a product of mental illness

· Eg: Hearst Trial (1976) ? incapable of criminal intent due to coercive persuasion

b. Diagnosis as reassurance

· Summerlin case (? Fraud in research) – career and reputation is rescued by the psych dx which resulted in irrational act
c. Diagnosis as the humane transformation of social deviance into medical illness

d. Diagnosis as exclusion and dehumanisation
e. Diagnosis as self-confirming hypothesis
f. Diagnosis as discreditation and punishment
g. Diagnosis as reflection of social trends
