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SURVEY OF TRAINEES 

RE:  CLINICAL EXAMINATIONS 2005/06

28th November 2004.

Dear Colleague,

We would appreciate 10 minutes of your time to complete the following survey to assist ANZAPT (Australian and New Zealand Association of Psychiatrists in Training) and the RANZCP in collecting information about the number of trainees who intention to sit clinical exams in the coming years.

Background

New regulations in training and assessment were introduced in December 2003. Since then ANZAPT has been working with the College to address the problem of clinical exam places. Training By-Laws allow trainees to sit clinical exams after completing 24 months of training. A problem with exam places has led to the introduction of a priority system. This means, at present, trainees are waiting until their fourth year of training for an exam place. 

Initially the problem was felt to relate to an over demand of exam places due to an increased number of trainees sitting the exam in the change over period from old to new regulations. Despite a record number of candidates being examined in October 2004 ANZAPT is concerned the problem with clinical exam places may persist. The College has undertaken not to disadvantage trainee’s progress through training. However it is ANZAPT’s experience that trainees feel uncertain about obtaining exam places, leaving many feeling at a disadvantage in their exam preparation and progress into advanced training.

ANZAPT hope to see a reduction in these problems in future enabling trainees to sit the clinical exam during their basic training, as intended in the new training regulations. In order to achieve this, the College needs accurate information about how the current system is working and an idea about potential numbers planning to apply in the next few years.

All responses are confidential and will be collected by your state presidents. No identifying information will be included in the report forwarded to the College. Your name is required so that we can track who has responded. Thank you for taking the time to answer these questions.

Yours Sincerely,

ANZAPT Executive and State Presidents.

Name:

Year of training:

Training Centre and State:

For trainees who have sat the clinical examinations (either the old or new format):
	
	Exam date
	Months of training

	When would you have liked to sit the exam?


	
	

	When did you sit the exam?


	
	


For trainees who are yet to sit the clinical examination:

	
	Exam date
	Months of training

	When would you like to sit the exam? 


	
	


	
	 Date

	When will/did you complete 24 months training?


	

	When are you likely to have completed all requirements for basic training, other than the clinical exam?
	

	Under the current circumstances as you understand them, when do you expect to be able sit the exam?


	


For trainees who have had to re-sit the clinical examination:

	
	Exam Date
	Months of training

	When did you first sit?


	
	


	Have you been able to re sit immediately if you wish?


	

	If not how long did you have to wait for another exam place?


	


The new exam process has been a trying time for the trainees and the College alike.  We would appreciate any written comments about difficulties you may have experienced with regard to the new by-laws, and the clinical exam process.  We would also value ideas that offer possible solutions to these difficulties.

Comments: 

Please send your completed survey to your local ANZAPT president. 

Or if any problems with this please send to ANZAPT secretary

Nicky Beamish

nicky.beamish@bigpond.com
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